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Principal/Vice-Principal’s Message 
 
Happy January (and almost February), everyone!  We hope you and your family have had a great start to 
2019!! 
 
The months of January, February and March are typically very busy as students and teachers work hard in 
the classrooms, focusing on new aspects of the curriculum and striving to reach new levels of success in a 
positive and productive learning environment.  As parents we can help maximize our child’s learning by 
ensuring they have enough rest, nutritional meals and regular attendance.  Providing our children with a 
regular time and quiet place to complete homework, and reading with and to our children, are easy ways 
to reinforce learning. 
 
Your child may have mentioned that Mr. King has returned to Bastion, after spending the last two and a 
half months at Highland Park Elementary.  We would like to welcome Mr. King back to Bastion, as he 
was greatly missed by students and staff.  As a result, Ms. Quaal has been transferred to Pleasant Valley 
Secondary in Armstrong. We would like to thank her for all of the wonderful work she did during her 
time at Bastion, and we wish her all the best as she continues in her role as a vice-principal. 
 
Please remember, if you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give one of us 
a call, stop by the school, or e-mail us at jmenzies@sd83.bc.ca or jking@sd83.bc.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
       
Joel Menzies    Jared King 
Principal     Vice-Principal 
 
 
Unplug & Play Family Literacy Week 2019 
 
What is Family Literacy?  Family Literacy programs focus on parents to help improve the reading and 
writing skills of all family members.  By reading to children and engaging in fun literacy activities, 
parents are actively keeping their own skills sharp while strengthening the relationships between family 
members.  A key message for families is that there are many ways to strengthen literacy skills – 
practicing for 15 minutes every day by reading, writing, playing a game, following a recipe, or singing a 
song. 
 
For the last few years, the Literacy Alliance of the Shuswap Society (LASS) has been promoting Family 
Literacy through the annual Unplug & Play Family Literacy Week.  This year, Family Literacy Week will 
take place during the week of January 26th – February 2nd.   
 
During Unplug & Play Family Literacy Week, children and their families are 
encouraged to disconnect from electronics and spend more time playing and 
interacting with each other. LASS, in partnership with many community 
organizations, plan an annual community literacy celebration of events that 
encourages families to build literacy by reconnecting and playing. Local 
organizations and businesses throughout the North Okanagan-Shuswap host free 
events for families. Some examples of events include: family story time, family 
skating, family swim, books and skating with the Silverbacks, sliding party, 
curling, early years fairs, music jams, and many more! 
 
Please note:  Family Snowshoe Night has been cancelled due to the lack of snow. 
 
An Unplug & Play Passport has been sent home with your son or daughter, which contains a schedule of 
the week’s community events.  The passport is a daily checklist to record screen-free activities for the 
week. 
 
Please click on the following link for more information and a calendar of events: 
http://www.shuswapliteracy.ca/unplug-and-play-2019-schedule/ 
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Pirate Loppet 
 
On February 1st, approximately sixty of our students will represent Bastion at the 
annual Larch Hills Pirate Loppet.  This cross-country ski event is open to 
students with skiing experience, in Grades 3 – 8.  Younger students may 
participate if they have their own equipment and have a parent/guardian 
accompany them on the course. 
 
A few of our classes have had the opportunity to expose the students to the sport 
of cross-country skiing, as they have gone to Larch Hills and experienced gliding 
through the trails. 
 
 
Skating Progam 
 
Our Grade 1 to 5 skating program will begin on Friday, February 1st.  The Grade 1 to 3 students will 
receive some basic skating instruction, while our Grade 4 & 5 students will participate in a recreational 
skate.   
 
A permission form and schedule has been sent home.  Please be sure to return the permission form by 
Tuesday, January 29th. 
 
All students are required to wear a helmet (hockey or bike) while skating, as well as gloves or mitts.  We 
strongly recommend that our younger students wear snowpants, to help the students stay warm and dry 
during the session.  The Grade 4 & 5 students are allowed to play hockey during their recreational skate, 
as long as they have a cage on their helmets.  
 
If any parents/guardians are going to accompany the children on the ice, please be sure to model our 
expectations of wearing a helmet and skates while on the ice.  Thank you! 
 
 
Grade 5 Basketball 
 
We have about forty very keen Grade 5 students who are excited to develop their 
basketball skills and learn about the game.  All players will participate in several 
practices throughout the week and participate in a weekly game against another 
elementary school.  The girls will play games on Tuesdays and the boys will play 
games on Thursdays. 
 
A big “thank you” goes out to Mme. Valerie, Mrs. Smith, M. Mueller, and Mr. 
Menzies for volunteering to coach the students this season.  We would like to 
thank all of the parent drivers for transporting the players to games and for 
cheering the team on! 
 
 
Ready, Set, Learn 
 
Ready, Set, Learn is coming to Bastion Elementary on Tuesday, February 26th at 
1:00 pm.  Ready, Set, Learn is a free early learning event for families and 
caregivers with preschool-aged children who are 3, 4, or 5 years old.  All families 
who attend will receive free books and a kit of materials/resources to help 
support their children’s early learning experiences.  All families are encouraged 
to pre-register for the event by calling Bastion Elementary at 250.832.3741.  The 
school district’s early learning coordinator, Jen Findlay, will facilitate the event. 
 
 
Lost & Found 
 
Next time you are at the school, please feel free to check out the Lost & Found (located on lower level, 
beside the photocopy machine).  We have accumulated quite the collection of clothing items and food 
containers.  This week, teachers will have their classes look at the items and take anything that belongs to 
them.  Anything unclaimed by the end of this week will be donated to the Thrift Shop. 
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Placement Requests for September 2019 
 
In June, the School-Based Team (SBT) will meet and discuss the class placement of each student.  
Tentative classes for September 2019 will be created in June, then finalized during the first week of 
September.  The SBT consists of the outgoing and potential receiving classroom teachers, Learning 
Resource Teacher, Vice-principal and Principal.  The SBT looks at the strengths and needs of the children 
and the team will make decisions based on the following: 
 
High Priority Considerations 

• Instructional groupings; 
• Class composition, including special needs requirements; 
• Social/cultural issues (independence, interactions, leadership); 
• Behavioural/social concerns; 
• Diversity in development (academic, social, emotional). 

 
Middle Priority Considerations 

• Groupings in previous years; 
• Dominant grade grouping; 
• Physical/social maturation; 
• Learning style; 
• Siblings and relations. 

 
Lower Priority Considerations 

• Friendships; 
• Teacher-learner compatibility; 
• Class size (room to accommodate new students). 

 
Student placement requests for September 2019, will be accepted starting May 13th.  Requests must 
be submitted by June 3rd, in order to be considered.  If parents or guardians have a specific request for 
their child(ren)’s class placement for September 2019, please submit a letter to Mr. Menzies (dropped off 
at the main office or emailed directly to Mr. Menzies at jmenzies@sd83.bc.ca).  The letter must clearly 
outline the request as well as provide specific educational reasons for the placement request.   
 
When creating tentative classes, parent requests will be considered.  However, we are unable to guarantee 
that requests can be fulfilled. 
 
 
Parent Advisory Council (PAC) News 
 
All parents with children in the public school system automatically become 
members of the school’s Parent Advisory Council.  If you are interested in 
becoming involved with the PAC this year, please attend our next monthly 
meeting on Monday, January 28th at 6:30 pm, to show your interest and learn 
more about this vital part of our school community.  The staff and students of 
Bastion Elementary would like to thank the PAC for all of their contributions to 
help make our school the best school possible! 
 
 
On the Horizon 
 
A few things to keep in mind as we finish off January and move into February… 
 

• Jan. 26th – Feb. 2nd… Unplug and Play Week 
• January 29th …  PJ Storytime (hosted at Bastion Elementary) at 6:00 pm 
• January 30th …  Board Game Day at Bastion 
• February 1st…    Larch Hills Pirate Ski Loppet 
• February 7th…  Fun Food Day 
• February 14th…   Valentine’s Day – wear Red and Pink to school 
• February 15th…   Regional Professional Development Day – Classes Not in Session 
• February 18th…   BC Family Day – School Not in Session 
• February 26th…   Ready, Set, Learn at 1:00 pm, in the Gym 
• February 27th…  Pink Shirt Day – Celebrate Kindness!! 

 
The school calendar can be found at:  https://bas.sd83.bc.ca/school-calendar/ 
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